
 

 
 
 

  

 
 
Media Release: Sydney, Australia 
Thursday 02 November, 2017 
 

INDIGENOUS FILMS FROM UNDER THE MILKY WAY  

WINDA Film Festival announces its full program for 2017  

From 23-26 November 2017, the WINDA Film Festival returns to celebrate Indigenous films from under the 
Milky Way to give voice to a diverse global Indigenous film community. 
 
Now in its second year, held at Event Cinemas George St, the Festival will screen two feature films and seven 
documentaries, and 31 short films from over six countries, including nine Australian premieres, and two 
international premieres. 
 
The Festival kicks off with the Venice Special Jury Prize winner Sweet Country, from acclaimed Australian 
director Warwick Thornton.  Earning rave critic reviews, the majestic outback western features an Australian 
ensemble cast of Sam Neill, Bryan Brown and Matt Day, and follows an Aboriginal stockman who must face a 
town’s toxic racist underbelly after he kills a white station-owner in self-defence.  
 
Closing the Festival will be a free pop-up outdoor cinema on the UTS Alumni Green, with a community 
screening of After the Apology from prolific writer and filmmaker Larissa Behrendt, and a sausage sizzle. The 
landmark documentary explores the community’s response to the removal of Aboriginal children by welfare 
agencies, which has continued to increase since the Stolen Generations (1905-1969).  
 
“We’re thrilled to bring WINDA back for a second year,” said Festival Artistic Director Pauline Clague. “The 
international and local films bring audiences together with portrayals of shared celebrations, struggles and 
stories, and puts us in our place in the universal storylines of Indigenous nations.” 
 
The program also includes four curated nights showcasing Indigenous short filmmaking, including Shorts 
from the Bush, Shorts from the South, International Shorts, and a selection of films from Aotearoa curated 
by the Māoriland Film Festival titled Brave New Lens. 
 
The Festival will also feature a series of special events including: a filmmaking masterclass with Indigenous 
Canadian film veteran Alanis Obomsawin; a workshop on VR / 360 filmmaking through an Indigenous lens, run 
by leading 360 producers Indigi Lab; and Native Slam I + II, a pop-up Yurt screening short films on the Sydney 
Opera House Forecourt as part of Homeground.  
 
WINDA Film Festival is made possible in part by generous industry sponsors: UTS: Jumbunna Institute, New 
Horizon Films, Wurhu Darhuy Foundation, Cushman & Wakefield, 2SER Radio, Event Cinemas George Street, 
City of Sydney, Creative Content and Sydney Opera House’s Homeground Festival.  
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Tickets are on sale now on the WINDA Film Festival website. You can also stay up to date on news and 
announcements on the Festival, sign up to the e-newsletter here. 
 
Keep up to date with WINDA Film Festival 
Facebook: facebook.com/WINDAFilmFest  
Twitter: @WINDAFilmFest 
Instagram: @WINDAFilmFest 
 
MEDIA CONTACT: Cardinal Spin P: +61 2 8065 7363 
Amy Owen E: amy@cardinalspin.com.au M: 0404 977 338 
Genvin In E: genvin@cardinalspin.com.au M: 0449 939 864  
 
EDITORS’ NOTES  
 
GUESTS 

 Alanis Obomsawin (Our People Will Be Healed and Kanehsatake: 270 Years of Resistance) will attend 
to present her two films. The Indigenous Canadian film stalwart will also run a Masterclass at UTS prior 
to the screening of Our People Will Be Healed, sharing incredible insights gained from her 50 years 
strengthening the Indigenous voice in film. 

 Larissa Behrendt (After the Apology), practicing barrister and Eualeyai/Kamillaroi woman, will 
introduce the Festival’s Closing Night film.  

 Libby Hakaraia, founder and director of Māoriland Film Festival, will attend the Festival to present 
Brave New Lens, celebrating Māori youth voices in film, as well as her short film Ka Puta Ko Au. 

 Renae Maihi (Waru - Ranui vignette, Ka Puta Ko Au), will present the Australian premiere of the 
incredible film comprising of eight 10-minute vignettes exploring the death of a child, and join Libby 
Harakaia in presenting their short film Ka Puta Ko Au. 

 New Zealand filmmaker Dave Whitehead (Possum) will introduce his film’s Sydney Premiere, as part 
of the Shorts International curation. 

 New Zealand filmmaker Piripi Curtis (Meke) will also attend to introduce his short film at Shorts 
International. 

 Australian filmmakers Kodi Bedford and Bjorn Stewart (Last Drinks at Frida’s) will attend as guests of 
the Festival, and introduce their mesmerising film as part of Shorts from the South. 

 New Zealand filmmaker Yamin Tun (Kia Tau) will introduce the Australian Premiere of her film, 
screening as part of Shorts from the South. 

 
FEATURE LENGTH FILMS 
 
FEATURES  

 Sweet Country | 2017 | Australia | Warwick Thornton’s stunning period Western starring Sam Neill, 
Bryan Brown and Matt Day follows an Aboriginal stockman facing a town’s toxic racist underbelly after 
he kills a white station-owner in self-defense. 

https://windafilmfest.com/
https://windafilmfest.com/contact/
mailto:genvin@cardinalspin.com.au


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Waru | 2017 | New Zealand | Australian Premiere | Eight female Māori directors contribute subtly 
interlinked vignettes that unfold around the funeral of a small boy who died at the hands of his 
caregiver. 

 
DOCUMENTARIES 

 After the Apology | 2017 | Australia | A politically-charged, shocking documentary exploring the 
increased number of Indigenous child removal since the days of the Stolen Generation following the 
colonisation of Australia. 

 Kanehsatake: 270 Years of Resistance | 1993 | Canada | Director Alanis Obomsawin presents a nerve-
wracking first-person insight into the historic 78-day-long armed stand-off between the Mohawks, the 
Quebec police and the Canadian army in 1990 over Mohawk land. 

 Mankiller | 2017 | United States | International Premiere | A powerful documentary examining the 
legacy of Wilma Mankiller, who defied rampant sexism to emerge as the Cherokee Nation’s first 
female Principal Chief. 

 Out of State | 2017 | United States | Australian Premiere | After discovering their Indigenous 
Hawaiian heritage in prison, two men wrestle with inner demons and outside pressures when they 
return home to start over. 

 Our People Will Be Healed | 2017 | Canada | Australian Premiere | Veteran director Alanis 
Obomsawin observes a school in Manitoba, Canada finally beginning to educate its Cree students on 
their own history and culture. 

 The Mayors of Shiprock | 2017 | United States | International Premiere | An inspiring documentary 
following a group of young Navajo leaders working to restore hope and change to the once-thriving 
town of Shiprock, New Mexico.  

 The Road Forward | 2017 | Canada | Australian Premiere | An electrifying film documenting Canada’s 
Native Brotherhood and Native Sisterhood, a tiny movement that became a powerful national voice 
for sociopolitical advocacy.  

 
SHORT FILMS 
 
BRAVE NEW LENS 

 Black Dog | New Zealand | An eye-opening short documentary examining the high rate of male suicide 
in New Zealand every year. 

 Dance of Lonely Birds | New Zealand |A film capturing the healing love of female friendship, following 
the highs and lows of a group of girlfriends across a 21st birthday party in Wellington. 

 Dear Little Brother | New Zealand | A heartfelt message from an older brother to his younger brother 
on the cusp of his teenage years. 

 Hine | New Zealand | A young girl attempts to avenge her mother’s death by channeling her spirit, 
after she struggles to find connection with her father. 

 Sock Ness Monster | New Zealand | A humorous story of revolution, and the quest to defeat a curse 
once and for all – all played out with sock puppets. 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SHORTS FROM THE BUSH 

 Frances Dolby, The Boab Carver | Australia | Carving a boab tree, Francis Dolby discusses the 
connection to spirits and country that he carves and paints. 

 Gununa… Seasons Changing | Australia | An insight into the life on the Mornington Islands off the 
Queensland coast, and the ways families adapt to the seasonal calendar. 

 Moving Away | Australia | A young person comes to terms with whether they should stay within their 
community, or move to the city. 

 Ornmol (Ochre) | Australia | The story of the natural clay earth pigment ochre, and its importance to 
ceremony. 

 Patjarr (Stories from Country) | Australia | Norma Giles tells the story of the Aboriginal community 
of Patjarr, while Daisy Ward shares the story of Mina Mina - Featherfoot country. 

 Pintal Pintal | Australia | As Babiduwarrida sleeps, he dreams of a song, coming to him from a spiritual 
place called Yatangal.  

 Purluwala Jila | Australia | Elder Amy Nugget takes her daughter and granddaughter on a journey to 
visit her ancestral Jila (permanent water source), a sacred site her family once lived at. 

 Turtle Story with Cyril Ninnal | Australia | Cyril Ninnal in Wadeye discusses country, and the turtle 
story. 

 What We Love About Junba | Australia | A collection of interviews with Mowanjum Community 
children about what they love about Junba – storytelling through traditional song and dance. 

 Wurrumba | Australia | The great white shark of Galpu Clan from North East Arnhem Land. 
 

 
INTERNATIONAL SHORTS 

 Rae | Canada | International Premiere | While organizing her 7th birthday party, a young Mohawk girl 
and her schizophrenic mother find their mother-daughter roles reversed. 

 Meke | New Zealand | Australian Premiere | The bond between a fighter and coach is threatened 
when the coach’s daughter arrives in amidst preparations for an important match. 

 Ahi Ka | New Zealand | This gripping short film follows a young Indigenous girl who must keep the 
first settlers from coming into their camp and marking their territory. 

 Aurora Keeps An Eye On You | Norway | The story of a girl who must beg for help from the Northern 
Lights when her little brother disappears after she takes her family frustrations out on him. 

 Morit Elena Morit | Sweden | Australian Premiere | A collaboration between two young Saami 
filmmakers, this thought-provoking animated film portrays the impacts of colonialisation on the Sami 
people. 

 Three Thousand | Canada | Australian Premiere | An innovative animation crafted from the National 
Film Board of Canada’s historic Inuit archives, recasting their past, present and future in a thought-
provoking new light. 

 Holy Angels | Canada | Australian Premiere | A healing journey following former captive of Holy 
Angels Residential School, Elder Lena Wandering Spirit, and a young dancer. 

 Possum | New Zealand | The relationship between two young brothers is put to the ultimate test 
when they venture into the woods, hunting a notorious possum named Scar. 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SHORTS FROM THE SOUTH 

 Brown Lips | Australia | A family falls apart and two lives change forever, as two cousins from Sydney’s 
outer suburbs turn their backs on their family for good. 

 Coat of Arms | Australia | They’re native, but not as we know it. 

 Last Drinks At Frida’s | Australia | A soldier finds himself in Aboriginal speak-easy bar Frida’s, and is 
instantly seduced by the sounds of jazz singer Tilly De Frida. 

 Water | Australia | Set in 2047 with strict population controls in place, the film follows a heavily 
pregnant woman who manages to evade authorities but finds herself stranded on a dry salt lake with 
little water. 

 Nobody’s Child | Australia | A spirited child comes face-to-face with the imminent loss of her sister, 
as she searches for the identity of her parents. 

 Blight | Australia | Aided by a female Aboriginal tracker, a constable hunts a band of dangerous 
criminals on Australia’s western frontier in the early 1900s. 

 Ka Puta Ko Au | New Zealand | A young woman has to risk her life travelling through enemy territory 
in order to save her people. Also screening as part of Native Slam II 

 Kia Tau | New Zealand | The spirit of the departed lingers long after death leading a young woman to 
strikes up an unusual friendship with a Māori man. Also screening as part of Native Slam II 

 
NATIVE SLAM I + II 

 Ena Koe | New Zealand | A Tahitian man who knows nothing about raising children unexpectedly finds 
a baby in his care. 

 Uhiwai | New Zealand | An intimate film following a man struggling to deal with grief, and find 
redemption. 

 Ara │ New Zealand │ Maori artist Tracey Tawhiao digs beneath the daily news of day to day life to 
discover a vision for a new nation. 

 Ra’Satste │ New Zealand │ Preparing for a homebirth for Awatea is going to be a rollercoaster ride 
with a loving husband, devoted daughter and irritating brother Te Hau. 

 Sech’el │ New Zealand │ When one friend has more courage than another, a precious bond is altered 
forever. 

 Skoha │New Zealand │ Anzac has an unwell son, jealous of his father’s new family, Martha is a woman 
with a missing friend fearing for the worst. SKOHA is about the gift of active love and a cry for the ones 
we miss. 

 Tawhaowhao │ New Zealand │ A man must face a harsh reality in his attempt to fix an estranged 
relationship between him and his 16 year old daughter. 
 

 

 


