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 NEW INDIGENOUS FILM FESTIVAL LAUNCHES    

August 2016 – The Wurhu Daruy Foundation and New Horizon Films in part-
nership with Screen Australia and the imagineNATIVE Film + Media Arts Fes-
tival have announced the inaugural Winda Film Festival, a new Indigenous 
film festival for Sydney.  

Winda Film Festival is a new and exciting film festival focused on Indige-
nous film from across Australia and the world. With a growing scope of In-
digenous films, it is important to give a voice to Indigenous stories and 
recognise the growth of the industry.  

Winda, meaning ‘stars’, is a word from the Gumbaynggirr language from the 
north coast of New South Wales. In Aboriginal Astronomy, we look to the 
stars for guidance, creation and for our ancestors. The logo is a star trail of 
the Milky Way which is seen across the Southern Hemisphere and also in-
spired by The Emu In The Sky dreaming as one of the creation stories that 
crosses the nations of Australia.  

Winda Film Festival will run from Thursday 10 - Sunday 13 November 
2016 and will be held in Sydney.  

Penny Smallacombe, Head of Indigenous at Screen Australia said: “Screen 
Australia is proud to support Indigenous cinema and Winda will provide an 
extraordinary opportunity for Indigenous people from around the world to 
come together and showcase their talent. This festival is a recognition and 
celebration of the Indigenous storytelling.” 

“This year, Winda will be a collection of curated works by Australian and in-
ternational Indigenous filmmakers focusing on the theme ‘From the Four Di-
rections’,” says Pauline Clague, Winda’s Artistic Director. “This will give au-
diences a taste of what we hope the Festival will grow into in the coming 
years when we open for submissions in 2017. Winda’s link to imagineNATIVE 
has been very influential since our inception and this year imagineNATIVE’s 
Artistic Director, Jason Ryle, will curate parts of the daily festival.” 

Based in Toronto, Canada, imagineNATIVE is the world’s largest presenter of 
Indigenous screen content.  



"The stories and artistry of Indigenous filmmakers from Australia have been 
an important part of imagineNATIVE since our first Festival in 2000,” says 
Jason Ryle. “Over the past 16 years, we have strengthened imagineNATIVE’s 
bond with Australia and we are extremely honoured to present the very first 
Winda with our friends and partners ‘under the Milky Way’. As Indigenous 
Cinema continues to make significant impacts internationally, the time has 
come for Australia to host its own festival showcasing Indigenous filmmak-
ers, and it’s a privilege to have imagineNATIVE involved in making this possi-
ble.” 

Winda Executive Director Medika Thorpe believes there is a strong need for 
an Indigenous film festival in Australia: “It’s such an incredible honour to be 
part of this new venture with Winda. The Festival will create the potential 
for new platforms and opportunities for filmmakers in Australia and around 
the world. It’s always important to keep our culture strong and Winda is a 
way to nurture the power of storytelling.” 

The Festival Programme will be announced in the last week of September. 

For more information on the Winda Film Festival please visit our website: 
windafilmfest.com  
   
To become a sponsor and/or partner please contact Winda’s Executive Di-
rector, Medika Thorpe on ph: 0450 032 204 or email: medika@windafilm-
fest.com 
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